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All applications respecting subscription to the “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” or the purchase of single copies, 
should be addressed in London, to Messrs. Hyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, E.C., 
and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; in Edinburgh to Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 
116, Grafton Street. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. 4 of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and 
the Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of 
the Reports issued by the Colonial Office on pp. 477-9. 


A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 
the Trade Reports published by the Foreign Office since 
the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal” will 
be found on pp. 472-4. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


According to “Indian Engineering” of 10th ult., sealed tenders 
ill be received by the Municipal Commissioner 
Tenders for y P 
slate era for the City of Bombay up to 2 p.m. on 
supplying and 
: Tuesday, the 15th July next, for providing and 
laying steel mains near Kurla and in various 
parts of the City of Bombay. 
Form of contract, specification, &c., may, on payment of Rs. 10, 
be obtained from the Executive Engineer’s Office, Bombay. 
Tenders must be accompanied by a deposit of Rs. 5,000 to be 
paid to the chief accountant in cash, or public securities, and to be 


A 


Mains. 
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forfeited in case of withdrawal of tender, or of refusal to sign the 
contract. 

A further payment to make the total deposit equivalent to 
10 per cent. on the contract amount will have to be made by the 
contractor whose tender may be accepted. 

The Municipal Commissioner does not bind himself to accept 
the lowest or any tender. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 

~ . trade received at the Canadian Government 

Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
information may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries Enquiry is made for manufacturers in Canada 
of carbide of calcium. 

A whip manufacturer asks for particulars of Canadian shippers 
of wood suitable for the purposes of his business. 

Canadian Enquiries—A Montreal firm of wholesale fruit and 
commission merchants are open to take up the representation of 
an English firm requiring such services as they can offer. 

A Canadian lacrosse maker asks to be referred to an English 
firm manufacturing clock cord. 

Application has been received from an Ontario firm for names of 
English and Scottish importers of eggs, butter, and poultry. 

Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 


application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
Victoria Street, S.W. 


AUSTRALIA. 


Tenders will be received at the Supply and Tender Board Office, 
Adelaide, up till 3 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 


Tenders for 26th August, for the supply and delivery at 


Gees = the Education Stores, Grote Street, or such 
panocrn other place in Adelaide as may be directed by 


the Board of Inspectors of Schools, of super- 
calendered fine printing :— 
1,500 reams double foolscap, 27 in. by 17 in., weight 24 lbs. 
300 reams double demy, 223 in. by 35 in., weight 40 lbs. 
Thin transparent—100 reams double crown, 30 in. by 20 in., 
weight 12 lbs. 

Tenderers may quote for any of the above-mentioned items, and 
the Supply and Tender Board reserve the right to accept a portion 
or the whole of any tender. 

The paper must be packed in cases in the flat, each ream being 
separately tied up, and be of the specified weight to the ream of 
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430 sheets, exclusive of string and wrapper ; it must also be equal 
in all respects to the samples to be seen and obtained at the office 
of the Board of Inspectors of Schools, Adelaide, where forms of 
tender and any information may also be obtained. 

The whole of each description of the paper is to be manufactured 
in one lot, and delivery will be required in two shipments; the 
first shipment of one-half of the quantity of each item is to be 
delivered within eight months from the date of notice of acceptance 
of tender, and the second shipment of the remaining half within 
ten months from such date, under a penalty in each case of 24 per 
oa per month, or part of a month, for delay beyond the specified 

ates. 

The paper is to be subject to the approval of the Board of 
Inspectors of Schools, whose decision in case of dispute is to be 
considered final. 

Tenders should be endorsed “ Tender for Printing Paper, Educa- 
tion Department.” 

The successful tenderer will be required, within seven days of 
date of notice of acceptance, to make a deposit equal to 5 per cent. 
of the total value of the accepted tender as security for the due 
fulfilment of contract. 

Neither the lowest nor any tender necessarily accepted. 


NETHERLANDS. 


A daapatsh dated 29th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office, 
Reet from the Acting British Consul at Amsterdam, 
English Coals stating that on Saturday, 14th June, at 1 p.m., 
Dykgraaf and Hoogheemraden, of Waterland, 
will receive, in the Gemeenelandshuis at Moumkendam, tenders 
for the supply of 10,000 hectolitres* of English coals. 
Particulars may be obtained from the Secretary of Waterland on 
of 25 cents (5d.). 
- - ™ Hectolitre = 2°75 imperial bushels. 


FRANCE. 


The United States Consul at Malaga, in a recent report on proposed 
a electric railways in Spain,* says that in connec- 
Materials. Y tion with the question of electric ‘railways 
generally, it may be worth while to call atten- 

tion to the city of ‘Toulouse, in Southern France. This is one 
of the largest towns in France, with a population of about 175,000. 
It has. an extensive street railway ‘system with many suburban 
lines,, but the whole system is worked by animal traction, and 
is thus, according tothe Consul, the only large city in France that 


‘has not adopted electrical traction. 


* See page 436. 
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PORTUGAL. 


The “ Diario do Governo” of 30th ult. contains a notice calling for 
tenders to be presented up to noon on 9th inst., 

— and which will be opened at noon on the 

: following day in the office of the Purchasing 
Commission of the Ministry of Marine and Foreign Affairs, Lisbon, 
for the supply of certain stores during the fiscal year 1902-3. 
Among these may be mentioned :— 

Coal and Coke.——480 metric tons of forge-coal, and 300 tons of 
coke ; provisional deposit to qualify tenders, 100 milreis, or about 
171. 10s. 

Soap.—30 metric tons of blue and white soap “ Offenbach ” ; 
provisional deposit 200 milreis, or about 35/. 

Stearine.—30 metric tons of stearine in pieces, and 5 metric tons 
of stearine in candles ; provisional deposit 200 milreis, or about 351. 

Timber.—Timber of various descriptions and forms; provisional 


deposit 600 milreis, or about 105/. (indicating a contract value of 
about 4,000/.). 


SPAIN. 


The United States Consul at Malaga, in a report dated 21st April 
Large Electric last, stated, as a subject of interest to builders 
Seay Blend end and projectors of electric railways in Europe, 
Electric Railway that a meeting of the stockholders of the Orense 
Materials and Vigo Railway Company was shortly to be 
: held, to discuss a plan for applying electrical 
traction not only to the line (82} miles in length) from Vigo to 
Orense, but to all the various linés of the important province of 
Galicia. There is a large waterfall in the midst of these lines, 
and it is proposed to utilise this for producing power, beginning 
first on the line connecting the important seaport of Vigo with 
the large interior town of Orense. This proposition would seem 
to suggest an opportunity for electrical railway contractors, as well 
as for manufacturers of electrical railway machinery, devices, 
and rolling stock. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 27th ult. contains an announcement 

that an application, accompanied by a plan and 
Street Car Plant. guarantee, having been presented in the 

Ministry of Agriculture, Industry, Commerce 
and Public Works, Madrid, by Don Julio Bertrand y Benard, of 
Gijon, for a concession for a tramway to be worked by animal 
power in that city from the Campos Eliseos to the Plaza del 
Carmen, a month is allowed in which other applications on better 
terms for the Government, and accompanied by their corresponding 
plans and guarantees, may be presented. 
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The ‘“Gaceta de Madrid” of 30th ult. contains an Order 

. authorising the appropriation of 30 cubic 
metres of from the River 

. Ebro in the “ Estrecho de Besantes,” Province 
of Burgos, to Don José Borés e Romero, for the purpose of 
creating a fall of 20 metres 60 centimetres, and utilising the power 
produced in the production of electric energy for industrial uses, 
on the spot or in Bilbao, or in any other town to which it may be 
conveyed. The concessionaire is to pay as a guarantee of good 
faith the sum of 3,020 pesetas, or about 88/., being five per cent. 
of the estimated value of the works which affect the public 
domain. 

The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 1st inst. contains an announce- 
ment granting the application of Don Hipolité Finat y Carvajal, 
Marques de Carvajal, the right of appropriation of the water from 
the River Adra, at the point near the Fuentes de Marbella, in the 
municipal district of Berja, Province of Almeria, of an amount to 
make up, with the appropriation of the surface water granted by 
order of 24th April, 1901, the amount of 6,000 litres per second 
to be applied exclusively to the production of motive power for 
obtaining electric force for industrial uses. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 29th ult. contains a notice calling for 
tenders which will be opened at 11 a.m. fifteen 
days after the publication of the notice, in the 
office of the Inspector-General, Telegraph 
Section, Caretas 10, Madrid, for the supply of 6,000 pine posts 
impregnated with sulphate of copper by the Boucherie system of 
the following minimum dimensions, 7 metres by 56 centimetres at 
14 metres from the heel and 37 centimetres at the top, at the upset 
price of 10 pesetas, or about 5s. 94d. each. A provisional deposit 
of 5 per cent. of the amount of the contract at the upset price is 
required to qualify any tender. ‘I'he posts must be placed free on 
railway waggons at any Spanish main line station. 


Contract for 
Telegraph Posts. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid ” of 31st ult. contains a notice calling for 
tenders, which will be opened at 11 a.m. on 


: 20th instant in the Ministry of Agriculture, 
a — Industry, Commerce, and Public Works, Madrid, 
Apparatus. for the supply of instruments and apparatus 


necessary for the “Inspeccion Electrotecnica 
é Industrial,” according to the specification and sheet of conditions 
on view in the Office of Industries of the above-named Ministry, 
at the upset price of 41,350 pesetas, or about 1,198/. A pro- 
visional deposit of 2,360 pesetas, or about 681., is required to 
qualify any tender. 
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The ‘“Gaceta de Madrid” of Ist inst. contains an Order 
. ranting authority to Don Carlos Larrajiga to 
Canstraction of Satablish a for coal briquettes the 
a Briquette left side of the harbour of Avilés, on the shore 
eaeeny. of Raises, in the extreme N.W., and by the side 

of the railway from Villabona to San Juan de Nieva. 

The ‘“ Gacetas” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial [ntelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


ITALY. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
Senders tor from H.M. Consul-General at Genoa, a copy of 
Mah a notice issued from the Directorate-General of 

— the Royal Arsenal at Spezia, calling for tenders 
for the supply to the Italian Navy of mahogany from the Antilles 

of the estimated total value of 40,220 lire, equal to about 1,5701., 

to be delivered at the Roya! Arsenals at Spezia, Naples, and 

Venice. Tenders must be received at the Directorate named by 

the 17th inst. 

A translation of the notice and of the specification may 
be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W., on any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


ABYSSINIA. 

According to “La Quinzaine Coloniale” of 25th ult., M. A. Savouré, 
Industrial French Commercial Adviser at Addis-Ababa, 
aataieainie. has addressed to the “ Office national du Com- 

™? merce Extérieur” an interesting report on 

Abyssinia from which the following particulars relative to openings 
for industrial enterprises in that country are extracted :—‘ New- 
comers to Addis-Ababa generally have great difficulty in finding 
dwellings. It seems therefore that contractors in a small way, 
accompanied by gangs of workmen, would find it worth their 
trouble to settle in the country with a view to building houses by 
contract.” 

“ A scheme is on foot to instal in Addis-Ababa a system of iron 
pipes for the distribution of drinking water. The importance of this 
work should be considerable having regard to the size of the town.” 

_*(A spring of hot water situated in the centre of the town 
might also be utilised for the establishment of baths with severa! 
classes. There should be in this work the elements of a very 
interesting enterprise to which it would be possible to join with 
success the building of an hotel.” 

“* Besides these there are many small industries that could be 
usefully established in the country. It would be preferable to 
commence on a small scale, leaving development to follow later.” 
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BRAZIL. 


According to “‘ Das Handels Museum ” (Vienna), a large proportion 
Co . of the bridges in Brazil are made of wood. This 
nstruction of ‘has the advent 
Iron Bridges. method of construction has the advantage o 
cheapness, but causes serious inconvenience in 
the rainy season. Wooden bridges resist badly the action of the 
swollen waters, and the material carried away becomes a danger to 
navigation. 

It would seem, therefore, adds the above-named paper, that 
there is an excellent opening in Brazil for a firm engaged in the 
construction of iron bridges, which should be of moderate price. 
Branch houses should be established at Rio and in the capitals of 
the various confederated States. 


FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


Referring to the notice on p. 296 of the “Board of Trade 
Journal” of 15th ult., the Board of Trade 


moreso have received, through the courtesy of Mr. 
‘ee George Parker, the resident representa- 


tive of the St. Louis Exhibition, copies of 
pamphlets containing the rules and regulations of this Exhibition, 
and the official classification of exhibit departments. 

These pamphlets may be seen by persons interested on applica- 
tion at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m.and5 p.m. Further information may be obtained from 
Mr. Parker, as mentioned above, whose address is Sanctuary 
House, Tothill Street, Westminster, S.W. 


PERU. 


Referring to the notice on p. 297 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” 
of 15th ult., respecting the International 


International 
aan Exhibition of the Industrial Appliances of 
ae =A the ‘Alcohol to be held at Lima, the Board of Trade 
A aie _ f have received from the Peruvian Consul at 
or ° Southampton, a copy of a Circular addressed to 


manufacturers which states that the exhibition 
will be inaugurated on the Ist November, 1902, and will remain 
open to the public during 30 consecutive days. The Circular also 
calls attention to the fact that Peru is a producer of alcohol. 

The Circular, together with a copy of the form of admission and 
a plan of the building in which the exhibition is to be held, may 
be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


| 
| 
ere 


440 THE BOARD OF TRADE JCURNAL. [June 5, 1902. 


SHIPPING REGULATIONS AT HAMBURG AND 
CUXHAVEN. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
from H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg, copies, with translations, 
of two Laws published by the Senate of Hamburg, and dated 
respectively 14th February and 14th May, 1902, regarding the 
extension to the outport of Cuxhaven of the provisions of the 
already existing Hamburg Laws concerning the payment of 
tonnage dues by sea-going vessels, and the declarations to be 
made by the masters or agents of such vessels and by agents for 
goods imported and exported in the Hamburg Free Port territory 
for statistical purposes. 

Both these Laws came into force on the 31st ult. 


I—Tonnage Dues. 


Para. 1.—Tonnage dues will be levied upon sea-going vessels 
arriving at Hamburg and at Cuxhaven, in as far as they are sea- 

oing merchant vessels. 

They will be calculated upon the net tonnage of the vessels and, 
with the reservation of the reductions and exceptions mentioned 
in paras. 2 and 3, are fixed at 10 pfennigs for each cubic metre 
for vessels which produce a certificate of measurement made out 
previous to the Ist of July, 1895, in accordance with German 
procedure, in conformity with para. 39 of the Decree concerning 
the measurement of ships dated the Ist of March, 1895; for all 
other vessels 12 pfennigs per cubic metre. 

Para, 2,—The half of the tonnage dues is to be levied :— 

1. Upon vessels the cargo of which is made up for the chief 
part of bulky goods of a low value: the class of goods entitled to 
this reduction will be settled by a decision of the Special Com- 
mittee of the Senate and the House of Burgesses. 

2. Upon vessels with a net tonnage not exceeding 120 cubic 
metres. 

3. Upon vessels which have not arrived from sea, providing 
they clear for sea with cargo. 

4. Upon vessels arriving from sea in ballast, if they proceed 
again to sea with cargo. 

5. Upon vessels which have been wholly laden with cargo in 
German harbours, providing they discharge the same at Hamburg 
or at Cuxhaven. 

Para. 3.—The following are exempt from payment of tonnage 
dues :— 

1. Vessels not arriving from sea, if they proceed to sea in 
ballast or do not proceed seawards. 

2. Vessels which arrive from sea in ballast, if they proceed to 
sea in ballast or do not proceed seawards. 

3. Vessels newly built in Hamburg territory, for the home 
voyage from the port of destination of their first outward voyage. 


el 
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4, Vessels arriving with catch of fish or products derived from 
same on board such vessels, if on proceeding outwards they were 
only fitted out for catching same. 

5. Vessels which enter the harbour only by reason of ice, stress 
of weather, average, or in consequence of being in need of repair, 
or for the completion of coal requirements, providing they again 
proceed outwards with the same cargo. 

6. Vessels arriving from North Sea bathing places and princi- 
pally carrying passengers and their luggage. 

7. Vessels which before entering upon the voyage to their port 
of destination have made a run to another port for the purpose of 
taking on board a part of the cargo, for the return passage from 
such port if the cargo loaded there is not unloaded. 

8. Vessels upon which tonnage dues have been paid at Hamburg 
or at Caxhaven, providing they put into the other harbour without 
having been to sea in the meantime. 

Para, 4.-—-The levy and control of the tonnage dues is subject to 
the Department of Indirect Taxes and Dues. 

Incorrect returns regarding the cargo, the place of origin, or the 
destination of the vessel, which result in a diminution of the 
tonnage dues, as well as disregard of the control ordered by 
the Department, will be punished with a disciplinary fine not 
exceeding 50 marks. 

Para. 5.—This Law shall come into force upon a date to be 
decreed by the Senate.* The legal regulations previously in force 
in regard to tonnage dues will be cancelled from that date. 


Il.— Declarations required for Statistical Purposes. 


The Law concerning the requisite Declarations for preparing the 
trade and shipping statistics of the Hamburg Free Port territory, 
dated 12th October, 1888, is amended as follows :— 

Para. 1.—Sec. 1. §1. Para. 2 of the Law shall run as 
follows :— 

“Those goods are to be considered as imported from sea or 
exported seawards, which cross the Customs boundary on the Elbe at 
Cuxhaven, or the Customs boundary on the Bay of Kiel, and which 
are imported or exported by the same or by other means of 
transport, respectively, into or out of the free port district, provided 
such goods are not in the course of such transportation stored 
temporarily on shore.” 

“Those goods also are to be considered as imported from sea 
which are imported (from sea) into Cuxhaven and forwarded thence 
by rail to the Hamburg Free Port district, and those goods shall 
be considered as exported seawards which are forwarded from the 
Hamburg Free Port district by rail to Cuxhaven, and are thence 
exported by sea.” 


* 31st May, see opening paragraph. 
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Sec. 2: § 9.. Para. 2 of the Law shall run as follows :— 

“The tax of one-per-mille levied on imported goods shall be 
refunded, if the goods are re-exported, and if the request for 
repayment be accompanied by a written declaration (iu lieu of an 
oath) to the effect that, during the time of their being stored here, 
such goods have neither been sold here on the spot, nor sold here 
to any person elsewhere. The claim for restitution can only be 
made during the calendar year in which the tax may have been 
imposed and during the next following year.” 

Sec 3.—The subjoined paragraph shall be added to $ 13 of the 
Law, viz. :-— 

“3a.—The ship’s manifests for the sea traffic in the Cuxhaven 
Free Port district ” :— 

**§ 13a—For every ship entering the Cuxhaven Free Port 
district from sea with cargo, and for every ship clearing from thence 
for sea with cargo, a manifest of the cargo shall be furnished by 
the Master, or by the Agent of the ship at latest within a fortnight 
after respectively such vessel’s arrival or departure.” 

** The provisions of §§ 10 and 11 of the Law shall be applicable 
to these cargo manifests. ‘The customary commercial names and 
the weight of the goods imported from sea must, however, be 
given, in case the same are not forwarded to the Hamburg Free 
Port district, and the names and weight of the goods exported must 
also be given in case the same have not come from the Hamburg 
Free Port district.” 

Sec. 4.—This Law shall come into force at a date to be appointed 
by the Senate.* : 


* See note on previous page, 


PRODUCTION OF PRECIOUS STONES IN THE UNITED 
STATES, 


According to the “Engineering and Mining Journal” (New 
York) of 19th April last, the following synopsis of the precious stone 
industry of the United States for 1901 has been sent to the 
Division of Mining and Mineral Resources of the United States 
Geological Survey, by Mr. George F. Kunz, Special Agent in 
charge of precious stones. 


The value of the production of precious stones in the United 
States during 1901 was as follows :—- 
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Value 

Dols. 


The principal items of interest concerning precious stones during 
the year 1901 are as follows :— 

The yield of sapphires in Fergus County, Montana, was greater 
than in 1900, and two companies are now mining in the region 
where the blue stones are found. Exploration for the many fancy- 
coloured sapphires has been carried on still further in the Rock 
Creek region, Granite County, Montana. 

The deposit of Rhodolite garnet in the Cowee Valley, Macon 
County, North Carolina, was worked extensively. Mining for dark 
blue, green, and yellow beryls, for amethysts, and for emerald 
matrix was carried on in North Carolina. 

The tourmaline deposits at Mesa Grande, San Diego County, 
California, were actively worked, and a new deposit was discovered. 
The localities described in previous reports of the Geological 
Survey as producing the golden green chrysoprase have been 
purchased, or a control of them for a stated period has been 
acquired, and more or less mining for this mineral has been carried on. 

Several new turquoise companies have been formed, so thai seven 
companies are now actively engaged in mining that material, and 
are placing it on the market, accompanied by their respective 
trade marks as a guarantee that such stones as may change in 
colour will be exchanged for others. New Mexico is the chief 
source of the turquoise supply. 

The finding of one diamond in Lee County, Georgia, is of 
interest as coming from a new region. 

Epidote crystals, magnificent as regards size and crystallisation, 
have been found in Prince of Wales Island, Alaska. 


Emeralds have increased greatly in public favour. 

The diamond importation has been greater than in any previous 
year, and at no period have more fine and more very large stones 
been imported. 

Within the last few years, more attention than ever has been 
paid to the quaint and fanciful cutting of all precious stones, the 
diamond included ; and whereas, ten years ago, scarcely any other 
forms than the “ brilliant” and the ‘ rose” in diamonds were used, 
during the last year there has. been a great demand for stones that 
are “pear-shaped,” “ marquise,” “ briolette;” also for table-cut 
stones in all forms—triangular, circular, hexagonal, and in the double 
rose form also; and a modification of the last form has been patented. 
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PUBLIC WORKS IN MEXICO. 


The United States Consul at Tampico, in a report dated 14th 
April last, says that the system by which public works have been 
carried on in the city and harbour of Tampico is worthy of note, 
as it differs from that generally in use in America and offers 
some striking advantages. 

A public improvement being decided upon, plars are selected 
and approved, a competent engineer appointed, surveys made, and 
the work proceeds under the sole charge of the superintendent. 
All bills for material, machinery, wages, and supplies of all kinds, 
after approval by the Government inspector, are presented to the 
Department of Public Works, and, after approval there, a voucher 
is issued for the amount of the monthly statement, plus 10 per 
cent., which percentage is the pay of the superintendent and takes 
the place of a contractor’s profit. By this means the Government gets 
the best material, for there is no advantage to the superintendent if 
poor quality is selected; the best of labour is employed at good wages, 
so there is no such thing as a strike to impede the work ; and there 
are no subsequent official investigations to fix the responsibility 
for poor work or material. 

Under such an arrangement as the above the splendid jetty 
works at the mouth of the river and the modern Custom-house 
were finished, the Mexican Central Railway having the work in 
charge. 

Wharf.—The fiscal or Government wharf at Tampico is approach- 
ing completion. This wharf was begun in October, 1901, to replace 
a pile-and-timber wharf which was destroyed by fire in February, 
1898, and will be the first wharf in the world of this special con- 
struction. It is 2,800 feet long and 80 feet wide; a steel and 
cement structure resting on cylinders of steel sunk to depths of 
from 20 to 60 feet, filled with cement, which rests on 50-foot piles 
driven through to the bottom of the sunken cylinders. One 
thousand feet of the wharf, alongside the Custom-house, is 
covered by a steel shed, roofed with galvanised iron. The wharf is 
situated ai the foot of one of the principal streets of Tampico, and 
will be able to accommodate, at one time, eight large steamers. 


River Improvements.—-Another improvement of interest to the 
district is the contract made by the Government to deepen and 
straighten the channels in the Panuco River and some of its most 
important branches—Tamuin, Tampoal, and Coy. Two corps of 
engineers are out now, and one special river dredge is at work. 
This enterprise will greatly facilitate the exchange of business 
between Tampico and that portion of the fertile Huasteca not 
reached by railways, and will bring to Tampico for shipment many 
natural products that would otherwise be unmarketable. The cost 
to the Mexican Government of these improvements can only be 
roughly estimated, but the value of the investment is unquestioned. 
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Tampico-Tuxpan Canai.— Another public work is the construction 
of a canal between Tampico and Tuxpan, a port about 100 miles 
south of Tampico, to which a very rich country is tributary, which 
has never been adequately developed because boats drawing over 
7 ft. of water could not cross the bar of the Tuxpan River. 

Sewerage, Waterworks, and Pavements.—The Consul] adds that the 
Federal Government is considering bids for the construction of 
sewerage, waterworks, drainage, and pavement for the City of 
Tampico. 


MOTOR WAGGONS FOR INDIA. 


In an article on the possible use of motor waggons in India, 
“ Indian Engineering” of 26th April states that the recent trials at 
Liverpool and Aldershot have proved that a load-carrying vehicle 
weighing but a few tons can be and is being made, which can not 
only travel on ordinary roads, but can negotiate any incline likely 
to be found thereon, and can besides be run across country, 
traversing any ground that would be practicable for an ordinary 
farm waggon. A large number of these motor waggons are in 
daily use by commercial firms, and this number is constantly 
increasing. Indian roads are at least as good, if not better than, 
the average English highway, and it seems well worth while to 
investigate the economical applicability of the new vehicle to use 
in India. 

If the waggons can be run economically, 7.¢., at a less cost than 
bullock carts, and if they are trustworthy, and not liable to break 
down in ordinary work, their use as assistants and pioneers to 
railways would be advantageous in many ways. If a railway 
could be laid experimentally for a time, and shifted without cost 
when the most favourable alignment had been ascertained, much 
subsequent loss might be avoided, and many millions saved for the 
service of the country’s needs. But a railway must stay where it is 
put, any alteration is an expensive business, and loss of traffic must 
often be borne in preference to burdening the capital of the line 
with the cost of re-alignment. Then the construction of a railway 
is so costly that a large tract of country can only bear the expense 
of one line, and traffic points must often be left to one side. A 
road is a cheap affair to maintain when once constructed, to say 
nothing of its comparatively small cost in construction, while 
railways are extremely expensive in the former respect. 

The use of motor waggons on roads for traction purposes 
overcomes these drawbacks. If one route is found not to be paying, 
it costs very little to change to another. If it becomes evident 


| 
| 
| 
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that a tract of country is not rich enough in traffic to support the 
motor, it can be loaded on a railway waggon, and taken elsewhere. 
Capital will have lost nothing but perhaps the cost of a few 
temporary sheds. The motor cannot only run along the high- 
way, but can penetrate the country on either side, and can 
reach almost any place accessible to the bullock cart. Railways 
lose much traffic because the merchant finds it as cheap to run his 
carts 20 miles, as to run them ten; this would not apply to the 
motor, which could be loaded at the doors of his godown. 

For these and other reasons, motor waggons, if they could be 
run at the same cost per mile as bullock carts, would have a wide 
field of usefulness in India. The roads, taking them all round, are 
well above the average of English roads, and more level, as many 
of them have been built with the same care as a railway, and the 
gradients are easy and regular, even in hilly districts. 

The writer of the article goes on to say :—‘ We do not advocate 
the use of these waggons in competition with railways, under 
separate management, but think they should be owned and 
i by the railways which they serve, and under similar traffic 

“The fact that the same agency could take the goods up at the 
customer’s door, and deliver them at any distance, would go far to 
assure the success of the motor waggon in competition with the 
cart. But when traffic rises to the point at which a railway can 
deal with it, the railway should be built. The motor waggon is 
fitted for two purposes in connection with railways: for pioneer 
work where there is any doubt as to the paying of a railway, and 
as a feeder where a railway is impossible.” 


| 
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The following particulars relating to electric lighting and 
electric power in Venezuela are taken from a recent report of the 
United States Consul at La Guayra :— 

There are three electric plants run by water in Venezuela; the 
principal one is situated at El Encantada, 16 kiloms. (10 miles) 
from Caracas. During the rainy season it develops 400 h.p., 
but from December to April this is reduced to 100 or less, as in the 
dry months the water is used for irrigating the adjoining lands. 
This enterprise was organised in 1897 with a capital of about 
200,000 dols. gold. Three vertical turbines are employed, and the 
generators are alternating current, and develop power of 5,000 volts. 
Most of the apparatus is of Swiss manufacture; the wires came 
from Italy. 

The power developed is used by small corn mills; also by 
printing offices, coffee mills, &c. At night, it is employed to light 
Caracas, 6d. per h.p. per night being paid for this purpose. The 
other industrial concerns pay from Is. 3d. to 2s. 1d. per h.p. per 
day of ten hours. The company is now erecting a new plant, 
1} miles farther away, at a point where there is a waterfall of 
300 feet. When this new station is finished the company expects to 
obtain 1,500 h.p. 

Another enterprise is at Merida (State of Los Andes). This was 
established about two years ago to light the city; only about 
150'h.p. is developed. Ali the machinery is of American make, 
and direct current system. 

San Cristobal (Los Andes) has an electric station of 200 h.p. to 
light the city and furnish power for a few industrial concerns. A 
small plant at Barquisimeto, with French machinery, stopped 
running two years ago. 

The following electric plants have steam as motive power :— 

Caracas.—Compania de Gas y Luz Electrica de Caracas ; capital, 
2,300,000 bolivars (92,000/.); 300 h.p.; uses patent fuel (4 tons 
daily) and 7,350 galls. of water. The plant has a capacity of 
96 voltaic arc lamps of 2,000 c.p., which are used in the streets, 
and 4,000 incandescent lamps of 16 c.p. for private houses. For 
arc lights, 2s. 1d. is paid per night of 64 hours; for incandescent, 
7s. 6d. per month. ‘These last are the Edison system, 

Maracaibo.—An electric plant furnishes light for 300 arc lights 
of 1,000 ¢.p. and: about 4,000 incandescent lamps. Fuel being 
cheap, the price of the latter is 3s. 4d. per month for all night. 

Valencia,—A plant furnishes electric power for 60 arc and 600 
incandescent lights. 

Puerto Cabello. A plant furnishes power for 50 are and 300 
incandescent lights; the arc lights are of 800 c.p. 

La Guayra.—The plant has not been used for some years, and is 
in bad condition. An effort was made a year ago to start a new 
company, but nothing has been accomplished. 
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AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS, 


DOMINION OF CANADA. 
The Board of Trade have received information that the following 
Resolutions were adopted by the House of 
Commons, sitting in Committee, on the 14th 
May last :— 

1. That it is expedient that the provisions of Cap. 22 of the Act 
of 1901, granting the free admission of machinery and structural 
iron and steel, for use in the construction of factories for the 
manufacture of sugar from beet-root, be extended until the Ist 
April, 1903. 

2. That it is expedient to provide that the Customs Tariff, 1897, 
be amended by inserting in Schedule B thereto the following 
item :—- 

555), Such of the following as the Governor-in-Council may 
from time to time authorise to be admitted free of duty under 
regulations to be made by the Minister of Customs, viz. :— 

(a) All tools and machinery, not manufactured in Canada, up to 
the required standard necessary for any factory to be established 
in Canada for the manufacture of rifles for the Government of 
Canada. 

(b) All materials or parts in the rough, unfinished, and all 
finished parts consisting of screws, nuts, bands and springs, to be 
used in rifles to be manufactured at any such factory for the 
Government of Canada. 

(c) Charcoal making machinery. 

The above Resolutions were reported and agreed to on the 14th 
May, and a Bill to amend the Customs Tariff, 1897, was then 
introduced, and finally passed without amendment by the Senate 
and House of Commons on the above date. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


With reference to the notice published on p. 509 of the ‘‘ Board of 
Trade Journal” for 13th March last, the Board 


Tin an of Trade have received a copy of the “ New 
2 Zealand Gazette” for 3rd April, 1902, con- 
brought into 


ti taining an Order-in-Council, under date of the 
Operation. = 97th March, 1902, by which the following 
duties are imposed under the “‘ Timber Export Act, 1901,” on white 


pine and Kahikatea timber exported from the Colony :— 
Export Duty. 


Logs, round... 
Logs, cut in half ... 
Logs, squared with axe or saw, \ 3s. per 100 sup. ft. 
10 ins. by 10 ins. or its equiva- 
lent or over 
Flitches, any width, and not exceed- 
ing 10 ins. thick... ; 


2s. per 100 sup. ft. 
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The “ New Zealand Gazette” for 10th April, 1902, contains a 
oa copy of a Customs Commissioner’s Order 
Susieiene (No. 688) under date of 8th April, 1902, 

: notifying the following Decisions under the 

Customs Import Tariff of New Zealand :— 


Articles and how Classed. Rate of Duty. 
Dentist’s cleansing paste— 
Expanding metal lathing— 
As building materials, n.o.e. ... Free. 
Mock glacé kid, made from sheepskin— 
As sheepskins ose 34, per lb. 
*Ribbons, unprinted, cut into "lengths not -exceeiling 21 in. for 
cigar wrappers Free, 
Shears with serrated edge, and not less than 10 in. in length— 
“ Saponine ”—hard benzine 
As soft soap 20°, ad val. 
Timber logs squared w ‘ith saw— 
As timber, rough sawn . ovo oes 2s. per 100 sup. ft 


* Revised decision. 


RUSSIA. 


The Board of Trade have received information, through the 

Foreign Office, to the effect that the Russian 
Customs Decision. Customs Department have notified, by a 

Circular dated the 30th April/13th May, that 
brick-shaped pieces, plates, and other articles prepared of cork 
refuse in combination with common materials, are to be admitted 
into Russia under paragraph 2 of No. 60 of the Tariff, at the rate 
of 3 roubles 60 copecks per poud (11, 3s. 7d. per cwt.). 


SWEDEN. 

With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 301 of the 
Tariff “ Journal” for the 15th ult., on the subject of 
Siteentions certain impending alterations in the ‘lariff of 
, Sweden, the Board of Trade have now received 
information, through the Foreign Office, to the effect that these 
alterations have since received the Royal sanction, and came into 

force on the Ist inst. 
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- PORTUGUESE AFRICAN COLONIES. 


Adverting to the notices which appeared at p. 116 of the “Journal” 
for the 17th April, and at p. 165 of the “Journal” 


for the 24th April, respecting the prohibition to 
“aaa P import spirits into the Portuguese Possessions 


of Mozambique (south of the River Save) and 
of St. Thomé and Principe, the Board of Trade are now in receipt. 
through the Foreign Office, of a translation of the Law enacting 
this prohibition. ‘The following are the most important provisions 
of this Law :— 

The importation of distilled spirituous liquors, of whatever 
origin, is prohibited in the province of Mozambique, south of the 
River Save (Art. 1), and in the province of St. Thomé and Principe 
(Art. 7); but clearance of distilled spirituous liquors in transit: by 
rail to the Transvaal is permitted at the Lorenzo Marques Custom 
House (Ari. 4). By Articles 5 and 7, the Governors of the 
provinces of Mozambique (in respect of the territory south of the 
River Save), and of St. Thomé and Principe, may authorise non- 
natives, by means of a license, to import prepared brandy 
(aguardente), cognac, gin and liqueurs, but on condition that they 
shall not be supplied, under any pretence whatever, for consump- 
tion by natives. Contravention of this proviso will entail the with- 
drawal of the license, and no renewal thereof will be granted to the 
offending individual, company, or firm (Art. 13). 

Wines crossing from the left to the right bank of the River Save 
will be considered as contraband, entailing the infliction of a fine 
equal to 20 times the duty, besides the forfeiture of the wine, 
receptacles, and conveyances if seized (Art. 9). 


Art. 8 of the Law contains the following new Tariff of duties 
: leviable on the importation (so far as permitted) 
Import Duties of wines, beer, and spirits into the under- 


on Wine, Beer, nentioned Portuguese Possessions in Africa :— 


Spirits, &c., in 
the Portuguese 
African Colonies. 


Mozambique (South of the River Save). 
(i.) Wines,* beer, and spirits of national origin— 
Reis.t 
Ordinary still wines : 
Up to 15° strength des ... Litre 8 
From 15° to strencth.. 10 
Above 17° strength it 55 200 


* By Art. 10 of the Law, wines of national eels are exempt from any 
additional or municipal tax in the Portuguese African Colonies, 
+ The present value ofthe mitreis (1,000 reis) may be taken as about 3s. 6d. 
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Reis. 
Special, generous, and sweet wines, such as (_Litre, or 
port, madeira, and muscatel, up to 10 
strength, in bottles... ee soe one litre. 
Sparkling wines : 
Table wine (typo de coed white or red ...__ Litre 10 
Other kinds 50 
Litre, or 
Prepared brandy (aquardente), gin, bottle not ( 
and other similar beverages... exceeding 
one litre. 


Beer, cider, and other fermented ——— 

not specified - Litre 100 
Alcohol and brandy (aguar dente) produced i in 

the district of Lorenzo Marques : 


Up to 50° strength (centesimal) ... ... Litre 300 
Per litre 

Above 50° and per \ 10 
degree. 

Denaturated alcohol ‘it its ... Litre 10 


(ii.) Wines of foreign production imported direct from the country 
of origin or re-exported from Portugal, of all descriptions, and 
without regard to alcoholic strength :— 


Reis, 

Litre, or 

one litre. 

Sparkling wines ... Litre 600 


and other similar beverages) cxeeding 


Foreign prepared spirits (gin, a bottle not tow 
Foreign beer, cider, and other fermented 

beverages not specified ... ... Litre 200 


St. Thomé and Principe. 
National wines* (régime for the first three years after the 


publication of this es Reis. 
Up to 15° strength ve wat ... Litre 1 
From 15° to 17 strength 4 
Above 17° strength 200 


Ditto (régime for the fourth ‘and fifth years ; after the publication 
of this Law) : 


Up to 15° strength Litre 4 
From 15° to 17° strength 8 
Above 17° strength jee 200 


* By Art. 10 of the Law, wines of national production are exempt from any 
additional or municipal tax in the Portuguese African Colonies. 
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National wines* (régime after the expiration of five years from 


the publication of this Law) :— Reis. 
Up to 15° strength 8 
From 15° to 17° strength... 10 
Above 17° strength jae 200 


NotEe.—Special, generous, and sweet wines, such as_ port, 
madeira, and muscatel, of national production, * in bottles, up to 
23° strength, pay the duty leviable at the time on wines of a 
strength between 15° and 17°. 

Foreign wines; Sparkling wines ; spirits and liqueurs ; beer and 
other fermented beverages ; and alcohol—pay the same duties as 
in Mozambique (south of the River Save). 


Mozambique (north of the River Save), Angola, Guinea, and Cape 


Verde 
Reis. 
National wines: 
Up to 15° ti vai ... Litre 1 
From 15° to 17° strength... ssa on 4 
Above 17° strength 200 


Norte.—Special, generous, or sweet wines, 
such as port, madeira, and muscatel, of 
national production,* in —— up to 23° 
strength, pay... ... Litre 4 

Foreign wines, sparkling wines, spirits and liqueurs, beer and 
other fermented beverages, and alcohol, pay the same duties as 
in Mozambique (south of the River Save). 

A copy of the translation of the Law referred to above may be 
seen by those interested at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SPAIN. 
Referring to the notice which appeared on page 357 of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal ” of 22nd ultimo, it is to 
Rate of Exchange be noted that the “Gaceta de Madrid” of 
lst instant contains an Order declaring 37°67 
Duties payable Pet cent. to the average rate of Exchange 
ie A anc (premium of exchange on Paris) for the second 
fortnight of last month and that the corres- 
ponding reduction in the payment of Customs duties in gold 


during the first fortnight of the present month is to be 27 per 
cent. 


* By Art. 10 of the Law, wines of national production are exempt from any 
additional or municipal tax in the Portuguese African Colonies. 


| 
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EGYPT. 

With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 444 of the 
Valuation Tariff Board of Trade Journal” for the 6th March 
fer Gagne. last, relative to a Valuation Tariff in use by the 
Egyptian Customs authorities for the purpose 
of assessing Customs duties on imported sugar, the Board of Trade 
have now received a copy of the Egyptian “ Journal Officiel ” for 
the 14th ult., containing the following amended Valuation Tariff,* 
which was to come into force on the 12th ult., and to remain in 

operation until the 11th September next :— 


Valuation per 


Kinds of sugars. 100 Kilogs.t 

Milliémes.t 
Crystallised or moist, in single or double bags (gross weight)... 820 
Powdered or centrifugal 820 
Crushed, in single or double bags 870 
Cubes, in boxes (net weight) oes eee 970 


* For gece as to the nature of these Egyptian Valuation Tariffs, and as to 
the conditions under which they aan in nrg see the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for 19th December last, p. 5 

7+ Duty is levied on these che" sth at the rate of 8 per cent. 

¢ Milliémes of the Egyptian £, which = 1U. Os. 6d. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 

With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 360 of the 

— ao “Journal” for the 22nd ult., respecting the 

Tariff new Argentine Valuation Tariff, the Board of 

: Trade desire to state that a copy of this Tariff 

may now be seen at the offices of their Commercial Intelligence 

Branch, No. 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


PARAGUAY. 


According to a Supplement to the Tariff of Paraguay, which has 
en re recently been issued by the International Tariffs 
Bureau, unrefined sugar of all descriptions 
wlereaitt imported into Paraguay is now liable, by a 

Law of the 22nd August last, to an import duty of 70 per cent. on 
the valuation assessed thereon in the Valuation Tariff for the time 


being in force. 


The same publication also notifies that, by a Law of the 3rd 
— September last, export. duties are now payable 
p me in Gold in gold, or in bills payable in gold and found 
a * valid by the Customs Department. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 

According to the “Manchester Guardian” of 27th ult., the 
meetings of representatives of cottton employers’ 
associations, cotton operatives’ associations, 
Shipping Rings municipal corporations, Chambers of Commerce 
§ sings. and other bodies, which were held on 14th March 
and 16th April to consider the question of “shipping rings,” have 

had a satisfactory outcome. 

A delegation from the Committee met Mr. Alfred Holt and 
others at Liverpool on 7th May, and the result of the meeting is 
the announcement that China Conference steamship freights 
are to be immediately reduced. The special feature in this re- 
arrangement of freights, is that grey sheetings and grey drills, 
the gvods that are shipped from America to the East in such 
large quantities, are to be carried for 25s., provided the weight 
is under 12 cwts. for 40 cubic feet. To all merchants who 
accept rebates from the China Conference, that is, all those who 
resist the temptation to ship by other than China Conference 
vessels, these rates are subject to a return of 10 per cent. at the 
end of each half year. Therefore the 25s. rate works out at 22s. 
6d., this being practically the equivalent of the New York to 
China rate. 


HONG-KONG. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Cffice, a 
copy of the Hong-Kong Harbour Master's 
Shipping in 1901. report for the year 1901, from which the 
following statement, showing the number 
and tonnage of vessels entered and cleared during 1900 and 1901, 
has been extracted :— 


1900. | 1901. 
| 
Vessels. | Tonnage. | Vessels. | Tonnage. 
9,155,198 || 6,715 9,218,639 
Foreign... ..| 3,429 4,866,969 | 4,092 5,345,502 
Junks in foreign trade |... 35,425 3,224,856 | 35,394 3,266,168 
Total ... 46,365 17,247,023 || 46,201 | 17,825,309 
Junks in local trade tee *36,091 *1,198111 || 741,235 | $1,334,947 
Grand total ... ...| 82,456 18,445,134 87,436 19,160,256 
| 


NoTe.—Steam launches, representing 0-9 per cent. of the total shipping, are 
excluded from the figures in the above table. 

* Including 13,724 conservancy and dust boats of 460,196 tons, 

Tt 386 ” ” ” 495,332 ” 


” 
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RUSSIA. 


The United States Consul-General at St. Petersburg, in a recent 
report, says it is announced that the new 
Alexandropol- Alexandropol-Erivan Railway will be com- 
Erivan Railwa pleted about midsummer. ‘This line is con- 
: Y: sidered of importance, as it passes through a 
productive country, in which cotton, rice and tea plantations are 
increasing. Its total length is 141 versts (934 miles) and it 
consists of two sections, the first running from the fortress centre 
of Alexandropol to the frontier river of Arpatchai, and the second 
from the little village of Uluchany, on the same stream, to Erivan, 
thus connecting the three chief Circassian fortresses of Kars, 
Alexandropol and Erivan. It is now definitely stated that, on the 
completion of the new line, the construction of the permanent way 
from Erivan to Djulfa, on the Persian frontier, will be immediateiy 
proceeded with. 


GERMAN EAST AFRICA. 


The United States Consul-General at Frankfort, under date of 
22nd April, reports that, according to German 
River Navigation. papers, the Governor of German Kast Africa is 
iving considerable attention to the improve- 
ment of the water ways of that province, and to the construction 
of steamers capable of ascending the slight rapids encountered in 
the streams emptying into the Indian Ocean. Already, a side- 
wheel steamer has temporarily been placed in operation on the 
Rufidjy ‘River, trom its mouth to Kungulio, while the upper 
reaches of that stream, known as the Manga, are being surveyed 
by the military station of Mahenge. Systematic surveys will also 
be made of the Wamis River, with a view to furnishing an outlet 
for the rich agricultural district of Kilossa, and for the mining 
district of the Muguru Mountains. 


DUTCH EAST INDIES. 


According to ‘‘La Quinzaine Coloniale” of the 25th ult., the 
™ Dutch Government has recently submitted for 
Propesed, Steam- , the approval of the “Etats Generaux” a pro- 
wap Pervine posed Law authorising them to conclude with a 
besteeegncertart company not yet formed, an agreement for the 
China, and Japan. otablishment of a regular steamship service 


between Java, China, and Japan, flying the Dutch flag, subsidised 
by the State. 

In order to show the importance of this measure the government 
drew the attention of the Chambers to the continual development 
of commercial traffic between the Dutch Indies, China, and Japan, 
and to the extension which it is capable of undergoing. Thirteen 


456 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [June 5, 1902, 


Shipping and Transport. 


voyages will be made annually (one every four weeks) between 
Sourabaya, Samarang, Batavia (Javan ports), and Hong-Kong, 
Yokohama, Kobe, and Amoy. 


PORTUGAL. 
The “ Diario do Governo” of 28th™ult. contains an announcement 
calling for tenders from Portuguese subjects or 
— | companies for the contract to carry Govern- 
ee ment passengers and cargo on the regular lines 
between Lisbon, West African ports and Beira, 

Passengers and P 
between the Cape de Verde Archipelago and 
Cargo to P perag' 

Guinea, alternately with the island of Sad 
Thomé, the ports of the River Zaire, the ports 

of East Africa, Zanzibar and Mormagao. 


Colonies. 


MEXICO. 
The United States Consul at Tampico reports under date of 24th 
Proposed April that the citizens of Tampico have long 


Railway from hoped for direct railway connection with the 
Tampico to the City of Mexico, and it now seems likely that 
City of Mexico this desire will soon be realised. The Mexican 
* Central Railway Company, after a number of 
careful surveys, has selected a route that is only 60 kiloms. 
(37 miles) longer than the shortest line from Vera Cruz to the 
capital. The work of construction will be hegun within 60 days 
and rapidly pushed to completion. The Consul adds that this 
railway means much for Tampico in its rivalry with Vera Cruz for 
commercial supremacy. Tampico now leads in the combined 
value of the exports and imports, in the tonnage of imports, the 
vessel tonnage, and in the value of the exports. Vera Cruz, on the 
other hand, holds first place in the value of the imports and in 
the amount of duty collected. With a direct route to the City of 
Mexico of less than half the length of the present line, Tampico 
would, no doubt, capture a considerable amount of the imports 
now shipped via Vera Cruz. 


URUGUAY. 
A despatch, dated 25th April last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office, from H.M. Minister Resident 


Bae t and Consul-General at Montevideo, enclosing a 

Mariti , translation of a Law which has recently received 

_— the sanction of the Executive, and which 
Sanitary 


: establishes the scale of fines to be imposed for 
Regulations. infringements of the Maritime yond 
Regulations of Uruguay. 
The following is a copy of the translation :— 
“ The Executive has sanctioned the Law recently passed by the 


| | 
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Legislative Assembly, fixing the penalties attached to infractions 
of the regulations which the Board of Health was authorised to 
issue by the Law of 31st October, 1895. 

1. Captains of vessels who, on entering the port, fail to hoist 
the yellow flag at the foremast are to be fined 50 dols. 

2. Captains of vessels who give false information when 
interrogated by the sanitary authorities, will be fined from 50 dols. 
to 500 dols. according to the gravity of the case, and the opinion 
of the sanitary inspector. 

3. Captains of vessels who, before receiving the health visit, fail 
to prevent communication with other ships will be fined from 
50 dols. to 400 dols. If in quarantine the fine will be 800 dols. 

4, Captains who disobey the orders of the health authorities 
will be fined 200 dols. ; 

5. Captains who conceal cases of sickness of any description will 
incur a fine of 200 dols. to 500 dols., which will be increased to one 
of from 500 dols. to 1,000 dols. should they land a sick person 
without the permission of the health authorities, except in cases 
of fracture or wounds. 

6. Ocean steamers which do not have packet privileges, and 
which carry more than 60 persons between passengers and crew, 
if they have no doctor on board, will be fined 200 dols. through 
their agents. 

7. Ocean steamers which have packet privileges must comply 
with the sanitary regulations, infractions of which will be punished 
with a fine of from 50 dols. to 300 dols., according to the gravity 
of the offence. 

8. Owners of boats, &c., who, while the health visit is being 
made, approach nearer than 500 metres to the particular ship will 
be fined 25 dols., which will be increased to 50 dols. if they make 
fast before the yellow flag is hauled down. 

9. The fines thus imposed will be inflicted by the Port Health 
Inspectors and will be recovered from the captain, the agent or the 
owner of the ship who will be responsible for the payment, without 
prejudice to any action for repayment of the same against the 
parties legally responsible for the infringement. 

The fines will not be enforced for three months after the date of 
the present Decree. 

All other Laws dealing with fines of the above description are 
abrogated. 

April 21st, 1902.” 

In his despatch forwarding the above, H.M. Minister Resident 
calls particular attention to the fine imposed on ocean going 
steamers by Article 6. 

At first sight it would appear arbitrary in the last degree, but it 
must be borne in mind that steamers which are likely to have more 
than 60 persons on board nearly always have “ packet privileges,” 
and would thus not be liable to the fine. 
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RUSSIA. 


According to a report by the French Consul-General at Moscow, 

published in the “ Moniteur Officiel du Com- 

aaa merce” of the 15th ult., the petroleum springs 

ie Asia. of the district of Ferghane have for some time 

attracted the attention of traders and financiers. 

The whole of this district is rich in beds of naphtha that cause 

gaseous discharges more or less strong. The mineral oil is 

generally accompanied by a black bituminous mass which is 

suitable for the production of asphalte, and, moreover, has already 
been used to an extent by no means unimportant. 

The richest deposits are found chiefly in the district of Andichan, 
along the River Malu-Son, as well as in that of Marguelan (the 
deposits of Tchimione). The former have been worked since last 
summer. The Tchimione deposits situated about 27 kiloms. 
(163 miles) from the town of Marguelan, and 20 kiloms. (12 
miles) from Wannovskaia, a station on the Central Asian railway, 
appear to have been worked at a very early period, for the remains 
of a well may be seen there to which the natives attribute a 
Chinese origin. Shortly after the occupation of the district of 
Ferghane, some wells of 20 to 25 metres (65 to 82 feet) in depth, 
and 14 metres (5 feet) wide were sunk, and produced an average 
of 1,600 kilogs. (3,520 Ibs.) of mineral oil per day per well. 
This oil, after being submitted to a very primitive distillation, was 
employed for lighting the town of Marguelan, and for domestic 
uses. The absence of means of transport and the need of capital, 
caused the working to cease, and about 1880, the springs, so to 
speak, fell into oblivion. But since 1898, the construction of a 
railway from Samarkand to Andichan brought new life to these 
wild regions. Some engineers became interested in this question, 
and their efforts were crowned with results so favourable, that they 
resolved to try afresh the extraction by mechanical means. A 
society with a capital of 250,000 roubles (about 26,0007.) was soon 
formed ; apparatus and machinery were bought, labourers’ dwell- 
ings were built, and since April, 1901, the works have been pro- 
ceeding successfully. A special pipe is also in course of 
construction to connect the naphtha springs with the station of 
Wannoyskaia where it is proposed to build large depots. The 
products, it is said, will find a sure and important market in the 
Central Asian railway, and the line from Orenburg to Fachkente 
(in course of construction), both of which will consume great 
quantities as fuel. 


| 

i 
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GERMANY. 


According to ‘ Kuhlow’s German Trade Review” of 28th ult., the 
advance statement of the Imperial Statistical 


Pane i Bureau, dealing with the mineral production of 
sooo, _ the Empire for 1901, has been published this 


ear at an unusually early date. The most 
important production is that of coal, which is given as follows :— 


1900. 1901. 
Metric Tons. | Metric Tons. 
Coal ats 109,290,237 108,417,029 
Brown coal lignite ase 40,498,019 44,211,902 
Total 149,788,256 | 152,628,931 


The decrease of 0:9 per cent. in coal was accompanied by an 
increase of 9:2 per cent. in lignite, which, it is said, was some- 


what unexpected. 


The following table shows the production of other minerals in 


the years 1900 and 1901: — 


1900. 1901. 

‘ Metric Tons. | Metric Tons. 
Iron ore... 18,964,294 16,570,258 
Zinc ore... 639,215 647,496 
Lead ore 148,257 153.340 
Copper ore 747,749 777,339 
Gold and silver ore... ne 12,593 11,576 
Cobalt, nickel and bismuth ores... 4,495 10,479 
Manganese ore... a om 59,204 56,691 
Pyrites ... = 169,447 157,420 
Asphalt ... 89,685 90,193 
Kainit ... 1,227,873 | 1.500.748 
Other potash salts 1,822,758 | 2,036,826 


The principal features are the decrease of 12°6 per cent. in iron 


ore, and the increase of 16 per cent. in potash salts, 


changes are not important. 
The products of reduction works for 
stated to be as follows :— 


the same two years are 


1900. 


1901, 


Metric Tons. 


Metric Tons. 


Copper ingots ... 30,929 31,376 
Black copper, &c. 4207 305 
Zinc 155,790 166,283 
Lead, pigs, bars, 121,513 123,098 
Litharge ove 3.088 4,101 
Pig iron... 8.494.8°2 7.833. 


Other 
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The production of refined salts and of various salts, in refined 
or commercial form, is reported as below :— 


-_ | 1900, | 1901. 
| Metric Tons. | Metric Tons. 

Salt, common ... wes 587,464 578,761 
Potassium chlorate... 274,612 282,750 
76,065 
Potassium sulphate ... | 30,853 37,394 
Potassium-magnesium sulpha | 15,368 14,285 
Magnesium sulphate ... 48,591 46,714 
Aluminium sulphate ... | 44,372 46,807 


The increases in these salts were very much less than that in 
the crude kainit and other salts mined ; a result due to the control 
of the business by a syndicate, which limits the quantity sold. 


GERMAN SOUTH-WEST AFRICA. 


According to “ Kuhlow’s German Trade Review” of 14th ult., the 
— German Colonial Company of South-West Africa 
ten and the firm of A. Goerz & Co., Limited, 
ree aly have concluded an arrangement granting to the 
latter company, for a period of 15 years, the 
exploitation of the mineral wealth in the region belonging to the 
Colonial Company, bounded on the west by the English territory 
of Walfish Bay, on the north by the Swakop River, on the south 
by the Kuiseb, and on the east by a line situate five German miles 
beyond the 16th degree of longitude East of Greenwich. This 
territory is of the approximate surface of 4,000,000 acres. Copper 
is already found in a certain quantity in the English Possessions 
adjoining German South-West Africa, and the territory in question 
has already been explored in the German Colony by Goerz & Co., 
who, in 1900, sent into this region a certain number of their 
mining engineers, who were unemployed owing to the Transvaal 
war. A completely equipped expedition, guided by two mining 
engineers, was to start for South-West Africa, and to commence 
operations. According to the terms of the contract, Goerz & Co. 
would not enter upon possession of the mines until they had paid 
the German Colonial Company a sum of 30,000/. sterling. The 
latter company is also to receive 2} per cent. on the annual 
gross revenue of the mines opened for exploitation. On the other 
hand Goerz & Co. are to be exempt from the usual mining licenses, 
and to be authorised to build railways in the territory. 


it 
i 
i! 
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FRANCE. 


According to a report of the German Consulate in Paris published 
: in the “ Nachrichten fiir Handel und Industrie” 
— of issued by the German Ministry of the Interior, 
peat is found in 32 Departments of France, 
especially in the Department of the Somme between Amiens and 
Abbeville, in Auvergne, in the Ardennes, in the Vosges and 
Limousin. Of the deposits of peat, 159 belong to the communes 
and 342 are owned privately. In 1900, 51,000 metric tons of 
peat were extracted by the communes and 44,000 tons by private 
proprietors. The average price per ton was 15 francs. The peat 
is used chiefly as fuel, and the ashes as manure. [French peat is 
stated to contain from 30 to 40 per cent. of carbon, 60 per cent. 
of moisture, and from 15 to 30 per cent. of earth. By means of 
dry distillation paraffin, solar oil, creosote, charcoal, as well as a 
dye-stuff called “‘ bérondine,” are obtained from peat. The charcoal 
is produced in ovens and kilns, and is used principally for 
warming cabs in large towns. Peat of loose texture is employed 
instead of straw in stables, kennels, &c. 
The following table shows the quantity and value of peat 
produced in France during each of the years 1898 to 1900 :— 


— Quantity. Value. 

Metric Tons, Francs, 


During the same years the imports and exports of peat were as 
follow :— 


Imports into France. | Exports from France, 


Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 


Metric Tons.| Francs. | Metric Tons.| Frances. 


1898 eee 25,955 778,665 150 4,506 
1899 vee eee 22,896 686,893 138 4,154 


1900 ove 25,832 774,977 118 3,540 


The imports originate for the greater part in Belgium and the 
Netherlands, whilst the exports are sent almost exclusively to 
Switzerland. 


| 

| 
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SPITZBERGEN. 


According to the “ Thjems Adr,” a company of Drontheim, Norway, 
which owns coal deposits in Spitzbergen, pro- 
Coal Deposits. | poses to incorporate a joint-stock company with 
a capital of 350,000 kroner (about 19,000/.). 
As soon as 250,000 kroner (about 14,0001.) have been subscribed 
the company will start work. The shipping of the coal will, it is 
said, take place this summer. The company intends to construct a 
rope tramway capable of carrying 60 tons per hour. It is calculated 
that the coal can be delivered at Drontheim at a cost of from 
7°27 to 8°85 kroner (8s. 11d. to 9s. 9d.) per ton. Freight rates are 
‘about 2s. 9d. per ton. It is believed that the mines will give an 
annual production of 25,000 tons. Later on, 50,000 tons are 
expected to be yearly produced. The deposits in some places are 
not less than 9 feet thick. [See also “ Board of Trade Journal” for 
26th December last, pp. 604-5. ] 


AGRICULTURE, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 31st ult., were as 


follow :— 
Barley ... 258, Id. 
Oats 228, 10d. 


For further particulars see P. 470. 


A statement is published on p. 471, showing the quantities of 

;_ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
ee - imported into the United Kingdom during the 
culvural *roduce. week ended the 31st ult., as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1901. 


CANADA. 

The United States Consul at Toronto reports that the Ontario 

Department of Agriculture has arranged f 
Peet-Sugar 
Cultivation in  ©Xtensive experiments in sugar-beet growing 
en this season. These will be conducted at St. 
_ Catharines, Brussels, and Markham, and per- 
haps at Renfrew, Orangeville, and Guelph as well. About 30 


| 
| 
| 
i 
i 
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farmers are expected to grow beets at each point. This is the 
third successive year of sugar-beet experiments in Ontario. The 
results have been very satisfactory, and an effort is being made to 
ascertain if the soil is generally adapted for beet cultivation. 

It is reported that the Ontario Beet-Sugar Company, with head- 
quarters at Berlin, is taking an original way of securing acreage. 
The company is working in North Dumfries, particularly in the 
Dickie settlement. The farmer prepares the ground for the seed, 
but the company does the planting and all the rest of the work, 
including the thinning, cultivating, lifting, &c. For the use of 
the land, 10 dols. an acre is paid. A good many contracts have 
been made; in some cases for two or three years. 


AUSTRALIA. 


A writer in the “ Queensland Agricultural Journal” for April last 
Q land states that the ease with which chillies and 
poves: capsicums can be grown in Queensland is amply 
_— demonstrated in all the northern districts, 
where chillies of various kinds have become a weed, and may be 
seen growing on the roadsides for miles, loaded with red chillies. 
The plant thrives admirably all about the south coast districts, 
and even grows in parts of the southern tableland where heavy 
frosts occur, but no commercial use is made of the chillies. An 
officer of the Department of Agriculture made inquiries of two 
Brisbane firms relative to the market for chillies. One of the firms 
(pickle-makers) are large buyers of fresh chillies, and give 3d. 
per lb. for good, plump berries 1} in. long. The other firm import, 
in connection with their business as pepper manufacturers, bird’s- 
eye chillies and a few capsicums from the West Indies in a dried 
state, and pay 64d. per lb. for them, or at the rate of 60l. 15s. 4d. 
per ton. 

The writer of the article goes on to say, “It strikes us as a most 
extraordinary thing that we hear of people struggling with large 
families to make both ends meet in some parts of the north, who 
are yet at the same time in the midst of a crop which requires no 
cultivation, and only demands picking and packing to bring grist 
to the mill. Meanwhile our local manufacturers have to import 
chillies from the West Indies. Twelve months ago we put up a 
quantity of chillies in a jar of salt and water to test their keeping 


‘qualities. They have retained their plump, fresh, red appearance 


and all their pungent qualities to the present day, thus proving 
that they can be exported to any distance in a fresh state.” 


H ‘ 
‘14 
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GERMAN NEW GUINEA. 


A despatch dated 14th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office, 
reporting that the “ National Zeitung” of 13th 


Discovery of Ma . 
y contains an account of the progress and 
eset results of the South Sea Colonies Gutta-percha 


and India-rubber Expedition. 

The expedition was conducted by Mr. R. Schlecter from 
Stephansort, in New Guinea, to the Bismarck Mountains in 
January and February last, and its result, according to the report 
just received, has been the discovery of both gutta-percha and 
india-rubber of the best quality. 

The “National Zeitung” regards this discovery as one of the 
greatest importance for the future of German New Guinea. 


TURKEY. 


The following table showing the results of the silk crop 
Sicshietinin be of 1901 in the Provinces of Broussa and Ismidt 
1901 and their dependencies as compared with the 

‘ preceding year, is based on statistics fur- 
nished by the Director of the Sericultural Institute at Broussa, 
and published in the “‘ Moniteur des Soies” (Lyons) of 17th ult.:— 


— 1900. 1901. 
Production of eggs ozs. 195,488 203,657 
cocoons (in terms of “fresh ( Kilogs. 5,132,564 5,264,984 
cocoons) piastres| 70,474,400 | 68,430,751 
Average production from 1 oz. ‘of eggs ... kilogs. 26°255 25°901 
» price of 1 kilog. of fresh cocoons ... piastres 13°73 13:0 
Raw silk consumed by local industry... ... kilogs. 20,792 30,752 
Eggs sent to other parts of the Empire wo OBE 38,371 21,092 
Exported to Borel 
eggs . soo: 419,226 457,520 
Dried cocoons pee kilogs. 40,026 13,706 
Raw silk... ove 349,277 388,766 
Flock ,, ( ‘frisons) .. 145,777 205,508 
Waste and watered silk oes oes oo 162,352 186,096 
Broken cocoons... 37,095 43,624 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The New York “ Journal of Commerce” of 6th ult. states that, 

according to figures prepared at the instance of 

ore the National Department of Agriculture, the 

— * yield of the Kentucky tobacco crop in 1901 

amounted to 187,825,021 Ibs., as compared with 189,305,412 Ibs. 
in 1900, and 155,515,196 lbs. in 1899. 


| 
| | 
. 
| | 


Sune 5, 1902.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 495 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 29th ult. was 
Cotton Statistics. 53,770 and the number imported during the 
22 weeks ended the 29th ult. was 2,104,331. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 29th 
ult., 11,112 bales, and for the 22 weeks, 181,681. 
For further details see p. 470. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


A memorandum received at the Board of Trade, through the India 
— Office, states that the quantity of beer brewed 
aoe in 1901 amounted to 5,558,653 galls., of which 

= about half was bought by the Army Commissariat, 
the remainder being left for consumption by the civil population, 
or by soldiers independently of the arrangements under the army 
contracts with the breweries. The average purchases of the Com- 
missariat for the last five years have amounted to 2,727,163 galls. 
yearly, the average production in the same period having been 

5,481,122 galls. The army, therefore, consumes under contract 

about half of the production. The troops also consume a sub- 

stantial quantity outside the contract, though it cannot be specified. 

Perhaps the total consumption by the troops may extend to two- 

thirds of the production, the remaining third being drunk by the 

civil population, mainly Europeans. residing in and in the vicinity 
of the Hill stations. © 
Fourteen of the breweries are situated at stations in the 

Himalayas, from Murree to Darjeeling, and much of the beer is 

brewed there. A large quantity is also brewed at Lucknow, 

Rawalpindi, Poona, Bangalore, Jubbulpore, at and near Ootacamund, 

and at Quetta and Mandalay. The largest of the breweries is at 

Murree, the Poona brewery standing next. More than one-third 

of the whole production is brewed in the Panjab. 

The quantity of beer brewed in India and imported during the 
last five years is as follows :— 


Brewed in India, Imported. 

, Gallons, Gallons. 
1897 ... 5,428,383 1897-98 ... 2,835,298 
1898 ... 5,896,594 1898-99 ... 3,227,164 
1899 ... 5,570,313 1899-1900... 3,207,180 
1900 ... 4,951,666 1900-01 ... 3,226,534 


1901... 5,558,653 1901-02... 3,673,844 
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AUSTRALIA. 


With reference to the oe in the “ Board of Trade 

.., dournal,” for 3rd October, 1901, p. 33, the 

_— — * Board of Trade have now received a preliminary 

* return showing the number of persons recorded 

as living in the State of South Australia at each period of age at 
the date of the Census of 1901. 

The following summary statement has been prepared from the 

return, figures for 1891 having been added for the purpose of 

comparison :— 


Census of 1891. | Census of 1901. 
Periods of Age. 
Males. |Females.| Total. Males. |Females.| Total. 
No. No. No. No. |. No. No. 
Under 5 years... ...| 23,015 | 22,266 | 45,281 20,260 | 19,817 | 40,077 
5 and under 10 years. ...|_ 21,827 | 21,267 | 43,094 || 22,756 | 22,612 | 45,368 
10 15 4 19,162 | 18,641 | 37,803 || 22,193 | 21,599 | 43,792 
15 years and over «+.| 102,797 | 91,456 | 194,253 || 119,213 | 114,154 | 233,367 
Total, all ages (exclusive 
of Aborigines) ---, 166,801 | 153,630 | 320,431 || 184,422 | 178,182 | 362,604 


NotTe.—There were 3 males and 1 female over 100 years of age, 


RUSSIA. 

A despatch, dated 2Ist ult., has been received at the Foreign 

_— Office, from H.M. Ambassador at St. Peters- 

—— burg, forwarding the following translation of 

. an Imperial Decree, dated 8th April last, 

Regulations. modifying and supplementing the existing 
regulations concerning hemp :— 

1. The following regulations are to be observed in the sale of 
hemp within the empire and for abroad. 

2. Hemp must not contain admixtures of refuse or other 
extraneous substances, and must not be moistened for the purpose 
of artificially increasing the weight. 

8. The bundles of hemp must not weigh more than 1 poud 
(36 lbs.), and must consist of fibre of uniform quality and finish. 

4, The bundles of hemp must be formed of fibre lengthways 
without heads, and be bound with a single band on the first-third 
of the bundle, so that the ends of the fibre hang freely on each 
side of the band, and so that the fibre itself can be examined 
without untying the bundles. 

5. The band by which the bundle is bound must be of hemp. 

Then follow the penalties :— 


| 

1 

| 

| 
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For transgressing paragraph 2, fines not exceeding 100 roubles, 
or imprisonment not exceeding one month. 

For transgressing the other regulations fines not exceeding 
100 roubles. 

The above comes into force from August Ist/14th, 1902. 


NORWAY. 


A despatch dated 26th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office, 
Cod-fishi from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 
ao forwarding a statement showing the quantity of 
‘ cod-fish taken in the several Norwegian districts 

during the seasons 1901-1902 as follows :— 


Name of District. 1901. 1902. 
No. No. 

Tromso ... on 5,100,000 4,900,000 
Lofoten ... one ove 13,000,009 14,300,000 
North Trondhjem oes owe 1,130,000 830,000 
Séndmore «| 3,350,000 2,820, 00 
Finmarken (Winter) ... 1,500,000 2,590,000 


The Consul-General adds that he is unable to state the 
approximate value of the take, as it depends upon separate items, 
i.e., the amount of salted and dried fish, yield of oil, roes, &c. 


JAPAN. 


The United States Minister at Tokio, in a recent report, states that 
Window-Glass after some discussion in the Japanese Diet in 
regard to the promotion of window-glass 

manufacture in Japan, the Govemment has 

decided to establish at the industrial experiment station a 

model factory, or technical school, for training workers in window- 

glass manufacture. Japan affords the necessary materials for this 
industry and the cheap labour, but lacks the skilled artisans 
necessary to make it a success. All of the window-glass now used in 

Japan is imported and the market is an increasing one, since it is 

used for buildings of both foreign and Japanese style. The im- 

portation of window-glass in 1899 was valued at — yen 

B 
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(127,0002.). Belgium furnishes the greater part of this import. 
It is estimated that a box of glass which now costs, imported, 7 to 
10 yen (14s. 2d. to 11. Os. 3d.) would, if made in Japan, cost 
about 5} yen (11s. 2d.). It is expected that the factory for which 
money will probably be appropriated at the next session of the 
Diet, will be working in a year, and in the course of two or three 
years will be able to supply enough skilled Japanese artisans to 
carry on the work in private factories. In the meantime, one or 
two Japanese have been sent to Germany to study the art ; but it 
is probable that foreigners will be employed to teach methods, 


assist in the selection of machines, and in other arrangements for | 


the plant. 


REPORTS OF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


Liverpool.—At a meeting of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce, 
held on the 27th ult. under the presidency of Sir Alfred 
Jones, K.C.M.G., it was reported that a special meeting of the 
General Purposes Committee had been held to consider communi- 
cations on the subject of the Atlantic shipping combination. The 
communications included a letter from the London Chamber of 
Commerce intimating that they had appointed a committee to 
investigate and report upon the whole question of the recent 
developments in connection with the mercantile marine and asking 
the co-operation of the Liverpool Chamber in the matter. The 
committee, it was further reported, had passed a resolution 
consenting to co-operate, and urging that an early meeting of the 
Chamber be held to discuss the whole subject of British shipping. 
The action of the committee was confirmed. 


Leeds—A meeting of the Council of the Leeds Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 27th ult., the President (Mr. G. R. 
Portway) occupying the chair. 

The Foreign Trade and Tariff Committee recommended the 
Council to support the views of the China League with reference 
to the imposition of an import duty of 5 per cent. on all goods 
entering China, and the issue of certificates exempting goods from 
aang transit duties (likin) in consideration of a further 5 per cent. 

uty. 


* The report of the Committee was adopted. 
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Bradford—A meeting of the Council of the Bradford Chamber 
of Commerce was held on the 28th ult., Mr. W. B. Gordon, 
president, occupying the chair. 

From the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Com- 
mittee it appeared that it had been decided that the following 
sections of the trade ought to be represented on the piece-dyers’ 
consultative committee :—(1) Home trade, Italians and linings; 
(2) home trade, merchants; (3) home trade, manufacturers ; 
(4) American trade, dress goods and linings; (5) Continental 
trade ; (6) Eastern trade. At a conference between the Finance 
and General Purposes Committee and the managing directors of 
the Dyers’ Association it was agreed—(1) That the name of the 
consultative committee should be ‘The Piece-dying Board” ; 
(2) that the meetings should be held at the Chamber of Commerce 
rooms; (3) that the president of the Chamber should be chairman 
pro tem.; (4) that Mr. F. Hooper should act as secretary ; (5) that 
meetings should be held on Tuesdays, Wednesdays or Fridays, 
preferably Wednesdays. 

Among other matters under discussion were the Visit of the 
Colonial Premiers, Broken Ends in Bright Goods, Commercial 
Education, Imperial Defence, War Office Patterns, South African 
Trade, the Education Bill, &c., &c. 


Halifax—The monthly meeting of the Halifax Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 28th ult., Alderman J. W. Smithies, 
President, occupying the chair. 

Among the matters under discussion were: Treaty Revision in 
China; French Congo Concessions; Railway communication with 
London; Trade in May, &c. 


Gloucester.—The annual meeting of the Gloucester Incorporated 
Chamber of Commerce was held at the Guildhall, Gloucester, on the 
26th ult. The President (Mr. James Bruton), in the course of his 
annual address, reviewed the trade of the city and port, and, while 
regretting that the latter did not secure a greater volume of trade, 
expressed satisfaction that the city had advanced, and was 
advancing. Referring to commercial matters generally, he said 
commercial education was receiving more and more attention, and 
it was recognised that greater consideration should be given to 
foreign languages. He suggested that Chambers of Commerce 
might help in bringing about the desired improvement by offering 
suitable awards, which would induce young men to work on lines 
indicated by experts. 
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Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 22 Weeks ended 29th May, 1902. 


Week ended 22 Weeks Week ended 22 weeks 
29th May, seth May 29th May, 
1902, 1902. 1902, 
IMPORTS. Exports. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American... ove oo 33,367 1,680,661 10,023 102,909 
Brazilian 12,033 133,329 6,190 
East Indian... 1,484 14,847 297 6,960 
Egyptian... oe 6,704 252,246 720 62,278 
182 23,248 72 3,344 
ie 53,770 | 2,104,331 11,112 181,681 


Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 3lst May, 1902, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant tothe Corn 


Returns Act, 1882. 
Average Price. 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
Correspondirg week in— 
27 81] 19 9 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


j 
| 
| 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities if certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
31st May, 1902, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 
Week ended | Oorrespond- 
31st May, ing week 
1902. in 1901. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, eal ire eve ° Number. 8 982 13,245 
Sheep and lambs . 2,016 10,652 
Fresh meat :— 
Mutton... ose ove ” 72,097 85,130 
Pork 8,074 8,635 
- Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon ove Cwts. 97,057 112,805 
Hams eee eco 36,506 37,895 
Pork one ne 4,777 3,720 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh .. - 15,750 10,920 
Meat, preserved, otherwise thanbyealting 14,233 9,'89 
Dairy produce and 
Margarine .. eee ons 19,736 15,517 
Milk, fresh,in cansordrums ... ... 6 
» cream ove 112 135 
» condensed ... 19,648 14,760 
» other kinds ... yaa 110 26 
Egg Grt. Hundr., 423,943 378,565 
and Value £ 4,981 9,666 
Rabbits, de: tinned) ose wts, 1,054 1,322 
Lard 31,495 54,543 
a Corn, grain, meal and flour :— i 
Wheat si... Cwts. 2,143,227 1,088,800 
and flour ... 355,214 452,800 
Oats eee ” 324,615 588,000 
Maize orIndiancorn ‘a 937,254 1,364, 060 
Fruit, raw :-— 
Apples eee ose Cwts. 17,628 24,450 
Apricots and peaches evs eee ven ” 587 215 
Bananas Bunches. $3,498 46,502 
Cwts, 8,623 6,462 
Currants ... one ” 
197 200 
Lemons .. . 14,993 24,038 
Oranges .. ewe ” 82,629 
Pears 50 66 
Hops ... | Cwts. 358 1,316 
Locust beans* ove ons ove ” 5,688 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions _... ove eos Bushels, 46,721 120 281 t 
Tomatoes ... eee ooo 14,187 5,164 
Value £ 13,047 14,248 
Vegetables, dried ... Cwts, 1,276 1,577 
Preserved by canning .. eee % 896 8,451 
* Not shown in 1901. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

~The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the-United Kingdom for the month of April, 1902, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 9d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that Volume I. of the 
* Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with © 
Foreign Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1901 
may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 7d. at any of the addresses 
enumerated above. This publication, which contains much more 
detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives, Abstract Tables for the years 1897-1901, 
and detailed statement of imports and exports of each article 
(from and to each country). The second volume will contain 
details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, tranship- 
ments, and articles in bond. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 
of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued the 15th ult. :—State 
of the Labour Market in April: Agricultural Wages in the United 
Kingdom in 1901: Gain-Sharing: The Price of Bread: Labour 
Bureaux and Exchanges in France: Recent Conciliation and 
Arbitration Cases: Legal Cases affecting Labour, &c., &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series 
issued since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 


No. 2,803. Persian Gulf, 1901. 


Increase of imports partly 
due to over-speculation, en- 
couraged by indiscriminate 
credits. 

Success of the new small 
nickel currency in lieu of the 
debased copper currency. 

Mule hire and mule transport 
difficulties from Bushire. 

Nationality of shipping. 


Russian subsidised steamers. 
Effects of new Customs 
‘administration. 


Visit of Japanese opium 
experts to Persia to study the 
trade. 

Tables of imports and 
exports at Bushire and Lingah, 
also at the Arab ports, and 
Shiraz. 

Pearl fishery of the Bahrain 
Islands. 

Condition of trade routes: 
from Ahwaz to Ispahan and 


from Dizful to Khoremabad. 
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Government Publications. 


This publication also contains reports from Bunder Abbas, 
Bahrain, Mohammerah and Ahwaz (Nasri), and tables showing the 
total values of principal exports and imports by articles, and by 
countries at the whole of the ports named. 


No. 2,804. Ningpo, 1901. 


Ningpo versus Hangchow. 

Transfer of the native 
Customs to the Imperial 
Maritime Customs, and the 
effects thereof. 

Enormous increase in im- 
. ports of gunny cloth. 

Increased imports of iron, 
steel, tin, and lead. 


Failure of the cotton crop. 

Increase in transit trade, 
which practically confined 
to trade inwards, but com- 
plaints of increase in the 
“ destination. tax.” 

The likin incubus. Its 
influence against the existence 
of European firms at Ningpo. 


2,806. Cherbourg, 1901. 


Dairy produce export: trade 
in 1901. 

Fruit and vegetable trade. 

Prosperity of the stone trade. 

Coal freights. 

Post regulations. 

Table showing harbour ex- 
penses for a vessel of 200 tons. 


Tables of shipping at Barfleur, 
St. Vaast, Cartaret, and Portbail 
in 1901. 

Tables showing the principal 
articles of import and export 
into and from Cherbourg, 
Granville, Barfleur, Cartaret, 
Carentan, Portbail, and St. 
Vaast. 


The number also contains a report from the British Vice-Consul 


at St. Malo. 


No. 2,807. Peru, 1901. 


Revenue and expenditure in 
1900 

Commercial crisis brought 
about by the fall in the price 
of sugar, copper and silver. 

Regulation of the gold 
currency. 

Banking. 

Table showing the value of 
articles imported in 1898 aud 
1899. 

Table showing the value of 
principal products exported in 
1899 and 1900. 

Development of the mining 
industry. Output of minerals 


in 1900, 


The Peruvian Government 
and the Peruvian Corporation. 

Estimated production of 
sugar in 1901. 


India-rubber industry. 
Opening for refuse de- 
structors. 


Native manufactures. 

Proposed railway to the 
Amazon basin. 

Consular regulations as to 
coal cargoes. 

Necessity for a graving dock 
at Callao, Shipping at Callao 
in 1901. 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
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Government Publications. 


_ The number also contains reports from the British Vice-Consuls 
‘at Mollendo, Cerro de Pasco, Pereneé, Pacasmayo, Salaverry, 


Trujillo, and Huanchaco. 


No. 2,808. Dunkirk, 1901. 


French sugar industry. 

New lines of steamers to the 
River Plate. 

Shipping in 1901. 


Tables showing the principal 
articles of import and export. 

The new French shipping 
bounties. 

Proposed extension of docks. 


No. 2,809. Leghorn, 1901. 


Table showing the total value 
of imports and exports in the 
last ten years. 

Coal trade in 1901. 

Belgian coke a serious com- 
petitor of Newcastle coke. 

Freight rates. 

Dried cod-fish trade ; advan- 


tage held by French fish owing 
to the heavy bounty paid by 
France. 
Opening for British books. 
Tuscan olive oil industry. 
Shipbuilding in 1901. 
Tabular trade statistics. 


2,810. Poland and Lithuania, 1901. 


Table showing the price of 
shares and dividends of the 
chief local undertakings. 

Advice to British"exporters. 

Agricultural statistics for 
1901. 

Beet sugar 
1901. 


Polish agricultural societies. 


industry in 


Warsaw hop and wool fairs 
of 1901. 

Table showing the state of 
local trade in 1901-1902. 

State of the jute, linen and 
cotton trades. 

Lodz cotton industry. 

Proposed Russian iron syndi- 
cate. 

Projected railway extension. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Annual Statement of the Trade of. the United Kingdom with 
Foreign Countries and British Possessions, 1901. Volume I. [Cd. 
1,105.] Price 6s. 7d. 
™ This is the first volume of the Annual Statement of the Trade 
of the United Kingdom for the year 1901, and contains detailed 
statistics of the imports and exports of the principal articles of 
trade, distinguishing the countries whence imported, and to which 
sent during each of the five years 1897 to 1901. Several new 
headings appear this year in the classification of imports and 
exports, the classes of arms, ammunition, and chemical manufac- 
tures especially having been sub-divided in a more detailed manner 
than previously. The imposition of the sugar duties in April, 


1901, has also necessitated the introduction of several new headin 
The second volume, to be issued later, will 


in the statement. 
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contain tables of imports and exports arranged under the headings 
of the countries from which they are received or to which they 
are sent, the amount of customs duties received at each port, 
details of the imports and exports at each port, particulars of the 
imports and exports of corn and bullion, transhipments, &c., &c. 


Patents, Designs and Trade Marks, Nineteenth Report of the 
Comptroller-General. 178. Price 3d. 


This Report deals with the work of the Patent Office during 
1901, and shows that last year 26,777 applications for patents were 
received as compared with 23,922 in 1900 and 25,800 in 1899. 
The number offpatents sealed was 14,160 in 1899, 13,170 in 1900, 
and 13,062 in 1901. The number of applications received for 
registration of patents and designs in the past three years, and 
the number of cases in which registration was granted are shown 
in the following statement :— 


Designs. Trade Marks. 
Applications, | Registered. | Applications. | Registered. 
No. No. No. No. 
1899 19,495 18,470 8,927 3,777 
1900 16.952 16,282 7,937 3,223 
1901 16,934 16,217 8,775 3,246 


The report remarks that ‘during 1901 the attention of inventors 
was specially directed, as in 1900, to the subject of electric traction. 
The protection of the public from accidents due to broken wires 
was an object which occupied many minds. Applications for 
patents in connection with motor cars showed a considerable 
increase, especially as regards cars propelled by oil motors. The 
experimental trials of air-ships and submarine boats led to a 
number of applications for patents relating to these subjects. 


Sea Fisheries of the United Kingdom. 1901. 161. Price 54d. 


This return, which is issued annually by the Board of Trade, 
contains statistics of the quantity and value of the various kinds 
of fish landed on the coasts of the United Kingdom, as well as 
statements of the number of fishing boats employed, of the imports 
and exports of fish, and of fish carried by railway from each of the 
principal ports of the United Kingdom. Figures are also given 
with regard to the fisheries of Norway, Denmark, Holland, 
Portugal, France, and Canada; and a memorandum reviewing the 
statistics contained in the return is prefixed to the tables. The 
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quantity and value of the fish ]anded on the coasts of the United 
Kingdom during each of the last three years were as follows :— 


Quantity Value 
— (exclusive of | (including Shell 
Shell Fish). Fish). 
Cwts. 
1900 = coo 14,671,000 9,715,000 
1901 ove ose one 15,739,000 9,466,000 


The Journal of the Board of Agriculture. 


This publication contains information as to the position of 
agriculture at home and abroad, crop prospects in foreign countries, 
and further particulars obtained from foreign and colonial reports, 
Diplomatic and Consular Despatches, and other sources of 
intelligence accessible to the department; together with notes on 
dairying, fruit farming, poultry rearing, and other rural industries. 
Short descriptions of noxious insects and fungi, with appropriate 
remedies; information relating to wild birds useful to agriculture ; 
statements of the quantities and values of agricultural produce 
imported and exported ; and records of the current prices of grain, 
meat, dairy products, “fruit, and vegetables, are given in each 
number. 


Aliens. Return showing the names of all Aliens to whom 
Certificates of Naturalization have been issued, and who have taken 
the Oath of Allegiance between the 1st day of January, 1901, and 
the 31st day of December, 1901. 184. Price 2d. 

This return, which is issued by the Home Office, contains a list 


of the names-and addresses of aliens naturalized during the year 
1901. 
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LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
lst January, 1902, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


No. Place. Pree No. Place. Price 
4 Austria-Hungary: | || 2801 | Elba... eee 1900-01} Id. 


2762 | Trieste... ...- «1901 14d.| 2809 | Leghorn vee 901) 14d. 
| 2773 |Lombardy ... | Id. 


Denmark: 2744 | Naples ... 
2739 | Denmark(Supplement) 1900 1d, 
| Netherlands. 


France and Colonies: 2761 | Amsterdam ...  ...1901) 1d. 
2805 | Brest ... .-1901 1d. 
2768 | Calais ... ooo | 
2806 | Cherbourg... yy | 2d. || 2746 | Beira... +1901) 14d. 
2784 | Corsica ... eos | 1d. || 2799 | Goa ad. 


2808 | Dunkirk | Ad, || 2794 | Portugal 1900] 
2737 | France ... ose 1900). 34, 
2754 | Havre ... 1901) 8d. Russia: 
2765.| Nantes... ... » | 1d, || 2782|Batoum... ... ...1901/ 2d. 
2786 | Nice ... eee yy | Id. || 2743 | Odessa ld. 


q German Empire and on. 2810 | Poland and Lithuania » -| 24d. 
2783 | Bavaria... 1901) 13d. 
2769 | Chemnitz 4d. Servia: 
2758 | German Colonial Estimates 2757 | Servia +» 1900, 1901) 1d. 
for 1902... 1}d. 
2790 | German Colonies , "1900-01 2d. _ Spain: 
2748 | Estimates of German Em- 2780 | Cadiz ... ot +--1901| 2d. 


pire for 1902 eee eee ld. 2771 Corunna ” 
2774 | Pomerania _... 1901) 


2751 | Prussian Ratiepabes for Sweden: 
1d, || 2778 | Stockholm 23d. 
2745 901], $d. 
572 ‘Middle and Lower Turkey: 
Higher, of Wiirtemberg ...| 3d. || 2785 | Aleppo and Adana ...1901) 27. 
573 | Supplementary report on 2792 | Erzeroum | 
and 2766 | Trebizond ~... seo ip | 1d, 
Chemical Industries in 
fa Germany ... 1d, AFRICA~— 
574 | Prussian Railways ...| 3d, || 2791 | Dar-al Baida (Morocco) 1901) 9¢, 
575 | German Tron trade in 1900} 2742 | Somali Coast Protectorate, 
. || 2787 | Tangier (Morocco) ...1901; 9g 
Greece: 
2788 | Cyclades er AMERICA, NORTH— 
2800 | Ionian Ielands.....; ... 4, | 14d. United States of America: 


2760 | Morea yy) | 1d. || 2755 | Baltimore ... ... 1901) 24d. 
2775 | Pireus ... ,, | 2759 | Charleston ... ... | 2hd. 


2764 | Thessaly | 1d, || 2763 | Chic 
576 | Mineral Resources of 2752 | New Orleans aa » | Sa. 
Greece... 2781 | New York ... | 
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No. Place. Pree, No. Place. Price 
2798 | Philadelphia ... +1901} 2d. Peru: 
2749 | Portland (Maine) ... ,, | 2d. 2807/ Peru... 1901) 23d. 
2770 | Texas... | 
Venezuela : 
AMERICA, CENTRAL— 2772 | Ciudad Bolivar ---1901| 4d. 
2776 | Costa Rica... 1901} 1d, 
2756 | Honduras 1899-1900 and ASIA— 
1900-01) 3d. China: 
2777 |Amoy ...  ... 1d, 
AMERICA, SOUTH— 2797 | Chin-kiang... 
Argentine Republic: 238 | Foochow te ---1900} 1d. 


2767 | Buenos Ayres ... -..1901| 2d. || 2795 | Hankow 
2793 | Rosario... | Id. || 2804 | Ningpo... 


Brazil: 2741 | Ssumao and Mengtse...1900) 1d. 

2740 | Sergipe... ---1900} 1d, || 2802 | Wuhu ... 1d. 
Chile : Japan: 


2753 | Coquimbo ... +1900] 1d. || 2789 | Japan __... 1901} 2d. 
2796 | South Formosa... 1900-01| 2d, 
Colombia: Republic of 


2747 | Colombia (excepting Persia: 
Panama)... ...1901| 2803 | Persian Gulf 23d. 


Treaty Series. 
The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since the lst January, 
1902, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. | Price. 
1 Agreement additional to the Postal Convention between the 
United Kingdom and France of 30th August, 1890 sie 4d. 
2 General Index to the Treaty Series, 1897-1901 abs on 3d, 
3 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Japan relative 
to China and Corea _... ook ace 4d. 
4 Treaty between the United Kingdom and Brazil relative to 
’ the boundary between Brazil and British Guiana... sob 1d. 
5 Convention between the United Kingdom and Persia extend- 


ing the system of telegraphic communication between 


Europe and India through Persia... 1d, 
6 Treaty between the United Kingdom and the United States 

relative to the establishment of a communication by Ship 

Canal between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans ... nae 4d. 
7 Treaty between the United Kingdom and Belgium for th 

mutual surrender of fugitive criminals 14d. 


8 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Germany 
Telative to the boundary of the British and German : 
spheres of interest between Lakes Nyasa and Tanganyika.. 63d. 
9 Agreement relative to the exchange of Money Orders between 
the United Kingdom and Belgium ... ai ove ss 4d. 

10 Agreement between the United Kingdom and France respect- 
ing commercial relations between France and Zanzibar ... 4d. 
ll Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States extending the period for accession of British Colonies 
and Possessions to the Convention of 2nd March, 1899, 
relative to the Disposal of Real and Personal Property ... id. 


| 
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COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
1st January, 1902, may be purchased fyom Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual, 
No. Place. Price. 
846 Northern Nigeria ove ove eee | 18. 10d, 
347 British Solomon Islands | 
349 British Guiana eae 2d. 
350 St. Vincent ... ase ste 2d. 
351 Jamaica ove ooo | 
4 352 Cocos Islands eee eee eee eee eee eee lid, 
Cyprus eee eee eee eee eee eee 8d. 
353 Southern Nigeria ove ose ous ooo | 19d. 


= 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


‘BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly inereas- 
ing demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, 
so far as it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish 
this new branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recom- 
mendations contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee com- 
posed not only of representatives of the various Government Departments 
concerned, but also of prominent_representatives of commercial interests, 
which was appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was re- 
quested to consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and 
of disseminating among those interested prompt and accurate information 
upon commercial subjects, and (2)'as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of fereign manufacture competing with British productions, 
and the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under-head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become 
a centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, 
it is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may 
be addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 7 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who 
recently acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into 
the condition and prospects of British trade in certain South American 
countries. The “Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application 
being made to it, to supply information with regard to the following sub- 
jects, viz.:—Commercial Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and 
Colonial Tariffs; Excise and “ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and , 
Tonnage dues, and other charges on Shipping; Customs Kegulations ; 
Consular Fees; Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers; Trading Licenses; Foreign and Colonial Con- 
tracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties; Lists of Firms 
abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, §c., Sc. 
An inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “Board of Trade Journal” is the ‘principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general in- 
formation is conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close 
of 1899, was issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly 
at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary “4 4 C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
iswoode’s office for sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 


London, E.C.. price 2}d. 
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